
Week 22- February 16, 2024

What’s Happening at EMPS!

February is Black History Month

Elder’s Mills P.S. welcomes Jeff A.D. Martin - Tuesday, February 20th!

One of the highest booked diversity & inclusion school speakers in all of
Canada, Jeff A.D. Martin is a soul-stirring, thought-provoking, highly requested
transformational speaker, who has been using his platform to inspire people
from around the world.

Jeff is an award-winning professional speaker, a certified coach, University of
Guelph certified leadership professional, Harvard University certificate
recipient for public speaking, Diversity & Inclusion Trainer from Ashton
College and the curator of Inspire Legacy Company Online Academy, where
he teaches the art of public speaking and student character development.

With his career and life experiences, coupled with his benevolence and
passion to inspire, Jeff A.D. Martin shares his gift of purpose in efforts to help
others find their true potential.

We look forward to welcoming Jeff Martin to EMPS on Tuesday February 20,
2024 to speak with our grade 5-8 students.

In our classrooms:
Students are invited to share their
learning in the classroom with the
school. This week’s announcements
included a biography of Oscar
Peterson, presented by Grade 3
students, Ella and Neva.
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https://jeffadmartin.com/
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Black Excellence in STEM
Intermediate Students are working hard on creating their own board games featuring biographical
trivia about Black Excellence In Stem. Scientists and Inventors are the topic of the games, including
figures such as Elijah McCoy, Garrett Morgan, Katherine Johnson, George Washington Carver and
more. We can’t wait to hear their stories and play the games to test our knowledge. Go Eagles!

Celebrating @ EMPS!

We have much to celebrate at Elder’s Mills. We are a community of
families, students and staff of diverse identities and we are reaching
out to you to share the celebrations, traditions and stories, past and
present, that are part of the Elder’s Mills identities.

Families are invited to share artifacts and resources for Black
Heritage/Black Excellence and in looking ahead to March, Ramadan and
Naw Ruz. Please email elders.mills.ps@yrdsb.ca to indicate your
interest.

Yearbook on sale now!
We have opened up School Cash online for families who wish to purchase a
yearbook. The cost per yearbook is $30.00. Delivery is expected
mid-June. Place your order by April 30th, 2024.
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Pink Shirt Day!

Wednesday February 28, 2024 is PINK SHIRT DAY.
Source

Weather and Recess:

All students are expected to go out for every recess, weather permitting.
Students are to come to school ready for winter and prepared to be outdoors up
to 15 minutes at morning recess and 40 minutes at lunch recess. Dress
appropriately for the weather with coats, mitts, hats, scarves, snow pants and
boots. Send your child to school with a change of clothes in their bag and a pair
of indoor shoes.

School Spirit Wear

Students, Families & Friends have an opportunity to soar
with their fellow Eagles!!! Spirit Wear such as hoodies,
t-shirts, sweatpants and caps continue to be available and
on sale at the link below. Merchandise ordered will be
delivered to the school every 3 weeks. All proceeds will
fund school enhancements and programs.
Shop online by following this link: EMPS Spirit Wear
Store

Term 1 Report Cards:

You will be receiving Term 1 report cards between February 20 - 22. They will
be distributed electronically.

There is new information for families who would like to know more about the
revised language curriculum for Grade 1-8 students (English) and Early Reading
Screening for year one and two Kindergarten students. You can find this
information on the school board website. The information posted on the
website is available in multiple languages using the translation tool drop down
menu on the top right corner of the webpage. If you have any questions, please
contact the school.
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https://www.pinkshirtday.ca/
https://www.pinkshirtday.ca/
https://stores.inksoft.com/eldersmills/shop/home
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https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/assessment-evaluation-and-reporting
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The Centre for Black Student Excellence:
Celebrating Black Excellence

Celebrating Black History Month / BHM365
Events 2024
* Dates and Events subject to change

Student Events and Family Engagement (please share with your school community)

Date and Time Event Information/Details Location

February 8, 2024
6pm-8pm

A Discussion for Families of Black Children on Pathway
Opportunities for Students and Families.

Register Here

Dr.Bette
Stephenson
Cafeteria

February 27, 2024
7:00-8:00pm.

Anti-Blackness in Schools - Virtual Affinity Session for Black
Students, Families and Black Staff with Presenters Dr.Joi Spencer
and Dr.Kerri Ullucci

Register Here

Online -
Register to
Receive
Link.

February 29, 2024

5:00pm - 6:30pm

Family Cookout with Chef Maxine Knight - Open to All: Students
& Families

Light refreshments will be served. An in person event.

Register - for this In person Experience.
Details to be shared upon registration.

Register Here

Dr Bette
Cafeteria
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https://www2.yrdsb.ca/celebratingblackexcellence
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1QSCDLCsxI8um27dIEBMA8m3yuvnMCDgGvbtD9W5KYvc/edit
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Meetings:
Our next School Council meeting is Thursday, February 29, 2024 at 6:30
p.m. in the library. If you are unable to join a meeting and would like to
know the topics discussed, the meeting presentations are posted on the
School Council pages of the Elder’s Mills website.

SAVE THE DATE!
THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 2024

Tickets and Winterbucks will
be available on School Cash
online next week!

● Family Fun Night is a free event.
● Grade 8 students will be selling snacks this evening to support fundraising efforts.
● To support the organization of this event, the school needs an estimation of the number of

people that plan to attend. Please take a moment to answer one question on this survey
letting the school know how many people are planning to come. RSVP to Family Fun Night
February 22, 2024

● Please be reminded that all children must be accompanied by parents/guardians/caregivers.
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http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/eldersmills.ps/SchoolCouncil/Pages/default.aspx
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In the Community
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Solar Eclipse - Early Dismissal April 8, 2024

Earlier this week, York Region District School Board announced that to ensure
student safety due to the solar eclipse on April 8, 2024, all schools will be
dismissing students early.

As such Elder’s Mills will dismiss at 11:45 a.m.

On April 8, 2024, all students will be dismissed at 11:45 a.m.

The morning bell, drop off and transportation will remain unchanged. For those eligible for school
transportation, such as busing and taxis, service will be adjusted for the early afternoon departure.

The safe arrival program will remain in place, if your child is not attending school on April 8, please
record their absence. Student after school activities, including extra-curricular activities will be
canceled on April 8.
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On the Horizon….

Wishing you a happy weekend!

Eugenia Korinis Ayesha Mondal
Principal Vice-Principal
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February
Character Trait: Initiative
Black History/African Heritage Month

19 Family Day
20 Jeff A.D. Martin @ EMPS
21 Intermediate Girls Basketball Area Tournament
22 Intermediate Boys Basketball Area Tournament
22 Family Fun Night @ EMPS
26 Scientists in the School
27 Scientists in the School
28 Pink Shirt Day
28 York Region Skills Competition
29 School Council meeting

March
Character Trait: Perseverance

1 Black History Month Celebration Assembly
1 Concert Band Workshop with Guest Conductor
4 - 8 Carnaval Week
6 Eco Fair
7 LAMPS (Learning about Mental Health
Presentation - gr. 7 and 8)
7Winterfest
11 - 15March Break


